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Collulm"

Contad .
1 - Wick roll L —
To * Mr. Sullivan DATE: 10/24/66 &%ﬁf%%;;;
) Tavel .
1 - Sullivan :TMS___——
FROM : P, J, Baumgardner 1 - Baumgardner ot Hoom
1 - D. Wells Gandy

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - C s
W AT
ﬁ ( BACKGROUND: On 10/19/66, AT 1387=S.advised that Martin Luther
i
{

King, Jdr., President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
had recently met with McGeorge Bundy, Director of the Ford

1 Foundation. At this meéting, Bundy, on behalf of the Foxrd

3f _Foundation, offered King's organization a grant of three

; § million dollars. Bundy expiained that the Ford Foundation

i is extremely interested in various programs of the Southern

( Cnristian Leadership Conference. Also, the Ford Foundation
is sympathetic with the financial problems of the Southern

! Christian Leadership Conference. According to the source,

, { the only concern of King ‘and his associates is that if they
accept this grant, wnether iLlie Furd Foundatisii Wiis CHETXSIGC
control over the policies and operations of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. We do not know at this time
if the Ford Foundation has made this grant.

OBSERVATIONS: Information has recently come to our attention
indicating that King and his group are in need of financial
-\ }support. This contact with the Ford TFoundation would un-
doubtedly be of great assistamce to him at this particular
time,

el

-

-
It is felt that the Ford Foundation is not aware /&j
of the subversive backgrounds of King's pr1n01pa1 advisers
and that if the proper officials of the Ford Foundation
were briefed concerning them, this might preclude any
assistance being granted. Listed below are four principal
fadvisers to King with subversive backgrounds:

Stanley Levison is a long-time communist whose
membership in the Communist Party, USA, has been 7%54~j7

i‘ established as of, ,RJ:ulykEé‘QGS /v A4 tj[ / // .0

Clarence . Jones has been identified as a leader ﬁf
ain the Labor Youth League, a Communist Party front RS
group, during late 1953 :or early 1954 ) rﬁﬁéﬁ%
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Baumgardner to Sullivan Memorandum P
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
100-106670

Harry Wachtel's name appeared as an active member of
The National Lawyers Guild in December, 1949, according
to a confidential source. The National Lawyers Guild
has been cited as a communist front by the House
Committee on Un-~-American Activities. It should be noted
that Wachtel is a New York City attorney. Another
confidential source advised in March, 1944, his name
appeared on a list of names, significance not known,
maintained at the Communist Party Headquarters of Kings
., County, Brooklyn, New York. Regarding Wachtel's wife,
Leonora, a confidential source advised in March, 1944,
that she was a newly elected officer of the Bath Beach
Club of the Kings County Communist Party, Brooklyn,
New -York,

Bayard Rustin, during the early 1940's was a
member of the Young Communist League, an organization
which has been designated pursuant to Executive

,Order- 10450, The reoords of thie Rureanta Tdentification
Division contain the following arrest record for
Bayard Rustin: On 1/12/44 he was arrested for viola-
tion of the Selective Service Act and on 2/17/44
received a sentence of three years. On 9/15/48 he
was arrested in New York City on a disorderly conduct
charge and was sentenced to fifteen days. On 1/21/53
he was arrested in Pasadena, California, for offering
to engage in an act of sex perversion of a homosexual
nature, which he admitted and for which he was

- sentenced to serve 60 days.

RECOMMENDAT ION: In an effort to preclude the possibility of
the Southern Christian Leadership receiving Ford Foundation
funds, it is recommended that a Bureau official be desighated
to contact John Bugas, former Special Agent in Charge of the -
Detroit Office and presently a vice president of the Ford
Motor Company, concerning the above-set forth facts so that
he might bring them to the attention of whomever he feels
approprlate in either the Ford family or the Ford Foundation.

Mfﬁ ﬁw Al ;,éév P WY o o < b %‘W&z (bw.xut«f I b#’ -
I doubt‘this will s€complish anythlng D.
In the ‘event the above recommendation is not approved,

it is recommended that a Bureau official be designated to brief
McGeorge Bundy of the subversive backgrounds of the advisers to
King, /
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ir'x
SECURITY MATTER - C

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, I called
John Bugas of the Ford Motor Company at 4:15 p.m., 10/25/66,
and briefed him generally regarding the background of Kartin
Imther King as well as the fact that McGeorge Bundy, President,
Ford Foundation, had been in touch with King relative to
offering a sizeable grant to the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference from the Ford Foundation.

Mr. Bugas informed me that he was very grateful for
lthe Director having me brief him concerning this matter. He
stated he wonld personally contact Dundy in an effort to put
a stop to King receiving any funds from the Ford Foundation.

‘He advised that the Ford Motor Company had little control

over the Ford Foundation yet the Ford Motor Company was always
{glad to receive information which could be of service in guiding
the activities of the Ford Foundation.

. Mr. Bugas also brought up the fact that I had recently

called him at the Director's instructions, relative to indicating
that the Ford Motor Company was about to enter into a contract £
with officials of a company in Mexico who were deeply involved A
with Communists. He stated he had put a halt to this contract .

and that his company was very grateful to the Director and the

FBY for receiving such informaticon in sufficient time to cancel
contract negotiations. -

Mr. Bugas asked that his best regards be given to vou

and the Director. - v, o
| EX-103 470 2 /5@

ACTION: REL. 53 TR j o
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FROM C. D. DeLoach Mr, |Sullivan Holmes
Mr. Wick andy
D, |

SUBJECT: ., MARTIN LUTHER KING;
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE .(SCLC)
i

POSSIBLE GRANT OF $3,000,000 FROM FORD FOUNDATION

CONTACT WITH JOHN BUGAS, VICE PRESIDENT,
FORD MOTOR COMPANY e

L%

My memorandum to you of 10/25/66 reflected a call to Mri.l’;\§
Bugas, relative to confidentially advising him that McGeorge Bu%dy,
Tx:izident, Ford Foundation, had contacted Martin Luther King
offering a grant of $3,000,000 to the Southern Christian Leaderéh&p .
Conference (SCLC). Mr. Bugas was grateful for the information I C\
He expressed alarm and indicated thaty

furnished him yesterday.,
a..l.buuu.gu. the Fora Moior Cumyuu‘y had 1littlc ceontrel gver the v"’"’q $
QPoundatlon he nevertheless would immediately attempt to get 1n\,ﬁg f->
touch with Bundy and do something about this matter. NN
RN
He stated ’

Mr, Bugas called me back at 11:30 this morning
he had contacted Bundy and had asked him for an app01ntment within
the next several days. Bundy asked why he wanted to see him. )
Bugas replied he -was in receipt of information concerning the ™\ {z

e
d

// /N

fact that the Ford Foundation-:- 7 wanted to have dealings with th
SCLC. Bundy asked for the source of his'information. Bugas tol
him his source did not want to be divulged. Bundy stated under
the circumstances he would refuse to talk to Bugas and would
discuss the matter only with the source. Bundy then asked if
the source was the FBI. Bugas refused to reveal the source and

the conversation was terminated.

OPY ¥TLED TN (/)

F

Bugas stated he thought Bundy had been rather high-handed
in the conversation; however, he wanted to request that the
Director give serious con51derat10n to an FBI representative
contacting Bundy, inasmuch as this matter represents one of
great importance to the Ford Motor Company. Bugas indicated his
company had had quite a number of “hard blows" from the Ford
Foundation over the years and most certainly a liaison between
this foundation and Martin Luther Xing would be a serious blow

fto f:he company. REC 61 /JJ /c/é é/L/J 27\5“‘%&/

CDD:CSH (4)\ .Y joe o e EONTINUED - - ~OVER

zs*dvcum'mt zs‘ﬁ’mpared in response go ym@l equest and is not for dissemi-
fna n eutsi’n powr (’ovnm%gﬂ; ts usets 865 icial proceedings by
c;,wmttce and the cor ay nut be disclosed to unauthorized persons

6 B! 1‘\ ﬂe 'wztkout the express approval of the FBI . N
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Mr», Tolson

1 told Bugas that, in view of Bundy's attitude, it appeared
rather doubtful concerning the advisability of our going further
in this matter. Bugas stated he realized this; however, he wanted
to express again the importance of this matter to the Ford Motor
Company., He stated he did not know Bundy; however, Bundy had
apparently been rather snobbish in dealing with the Ford people.
He explained that when Bundy first took this job, Bundy had been
invited to Detroit to meet Henry Ford III and the top people of
the company. At that time Bundy was point-blank advised that he
i1should be careful in administering the Ford Foundation, inasmuch
i as this Foundation had caused serious harm to the sales of the Ford
h Motor Company. Bundy allegedly stuck his nose in the air and
Astated "I have a social responsibility to fulfill."™

Mr. Bugas once again stated that any liaison between the
\Pord Foundation and Martin Luther King would "set his company back
tc beat hell.,t EBe asked again that we consider contacting Bundy
dlrectly and stated he would appreciate knowing of any action
taken in this regard. '

ACTION: .
) I personally feel that Bundy is of the psuedo-intellectual,
Ivy League group-that has little respect for the FBI. He was
friendly on the surface while at the White House and I met him
frequently. Under the circumstances, it appears rather doubtful
.that contact with him by the FBI will convince him one way or
another, 1t is, therefore, recommended that I advise Mr, Bugas
that, while we appreciate his concern, there is some doubt that
contact by us with Bundy would amount to anything. It will be
suggested to him that he might desire to bring this matter to
Mr. Henry Ford's attention, in the event Mr. Ford desires to attempt
to exercise any control over-Bundy. Mr. Bugas, during our
conversation, noted that Mr. Ford was out of the country at the
present time.

HW 55245 Docld:3258%661 Page 2
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Memorandum Comt”
Evans
' ) q’ Malone
0  : Mr. W. C. SulliVadJy%z,”qw DATE: Qctober 8, 1962 %ﬁ§m
- Mr. Belmont L e

Mr., Mohr Cone
Mr. Deloach
Mr. Sullivan

: 1
rroM : Mr, F. J. Baumgardn 1
') 2{//7“/ :

1 -
supject: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 1 - Mr. Gregg N
" 'COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 1 - Mr. Baumgardner _ , o .7
--INVERNAL SECURITY - C . _, 1 - Mr. Ware é ' ("’“
VLB AV Vi '

e New York Office has suggested that public source information
.- be made available to appropriate southern newspapers to expose the
2% communist background of Hunter Pitts 0'Dell, concealed member of the
. National Committee of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA). Under.the
| \ alias Jack H. 0'Dell, he is currently Acting Executive Director of
| the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (3CIC), the organization
) of Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent southern Negro leader., He is
in charge of the New York 0ffice SCIC and has more recently been
operating from Atlanta, Georgia,

| _ Gus Hall, General Secretary, CPUSA, stated on 7/23/62 that

| 0‘Dell is a "brain trust" for “Luther King" and is doing an excellent

1 job, Hall at this time mentioned that 0'Dell is still representing
the CPUSA and is a member of the Natiomal Committee of the CPUSA.

r New York Office observed that the exposure of 0'Dell could
| cause other Negro organizations to clean out anyone who could cause
| thgg embarrassment because of communist affiliations or background.
¢ Attached are copies of the following newspaper articles
containing additional data about 0'Dell's background and activities.
C 7A5/50% "Daily Worker" Texas NMU Ousts Seaman Ci&j
Lt . : for Circulating Peace Plan
. * ~04 - » »
4/13/56 % "The New York Times" . gitness Accuses Red Inquiry
PR . (‘\ el 1838 7
- ROl Rgﬁjlﬁ /‘7’",’/5;";-&@
7/31/58 "The New York Times" Witnegs Balked-in-Inquiry
. . 0n Reds

“x 12 OCT 25 1982
7/31/58 "Atlanta Daily World"  Red Hunters Accused of Trying
. . .., to Stall Integration—in Scuth

-

7/31/58 "Atlanta Daily World" Hunter ¢'Dell, Monigomery
[ wL g p RO AR - - -+ Insurance Man Rips Probe
fyt 7 X Y L i 3 v::g? ) %
w“,{gzzééﬁgg . = - "The New York Times"  Dr. King Says Integration at
EORN VI I =2t B A A : Alabama, University,: jext
Engc, “ior gTﬁi&«d;mzmgnt is prepared in response to your request L ngis)]?’m&%:génb

o nibmittce and the comtent may not be disclosed to

. 1Q ROy o
it 5&2@%{;5&@ élz%%é%%cf u%%lgéwlgke ewpress approval of the FBI / g M

| z St mnda Aerd dilo 7 3 3 mi "l m”}ns, 5
)i 160-3~104~34 naﬁ@@é:vf?.}-\, your Committee. Its use i limited to of]:;;z%& ggz%ﬁd Y %{h }7\_/;/
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM

100-3-104-34

OBSERVATIONS:

3 Although the activities of the MCLC are creating substantial
controversy in the southern states, 0' Dell’s pesition in the Communist
Party (CP) and clese association with important CP members such as
Stanley David Levison, New York attorney who is a secret CP member
and source of Party funds, provide excellent reasons for his communist
background to be exposed. Any 1nfluence which the CP may have acquired
or may betrying to exert through 0°'Dell within the SCIC would undoubted-
ly be greatly reduced by such exposure at this time,

ACTION:

°*

(1) It is recommended that the attached memorandum summar1z1ng
the public source information about 0'Dell be forwarded to Mr. DeLoach
. for his consideration and possible use by his contacts in the news
-\ media field in such southern states as Alabama where King has announced
that the next targets for integration of universities are located.

l Y W{ vy J
W/y/{ -

| (2) - Attached for your approval is a letté/ﬁto the SAC,
| New York, to advise him that this proposed counterintelligence plan
is belnc hangled at the Bureau.

2
s g

.
o

-

o

I
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HUNTER PITTS/0'DELL

e e

Resorting to its typical methods of infiltration
into any organization to carry out its primary objectives
of building up controversy and widespread unrest, Communist
Party, USA, has succeeded in getting one of its most '
experience& organizers in the south into the key position
of consultant to the field staff of Reverend Martin Luther
King's Southern Christian Leadership Conference. In an
article reporting the news conference in Birmingham,
Alabama, on 9/26/62 with Reverend King, "The New York Times"
reported Jack H. ¢'Dell is the regional consultant to a :
staff of workers in at least six southern states engaged ° y:
in helping community organizations to establish registration 5§,£
schools, work shops and public meetings. -

0'Dell, who has been known as Hunter Pitts Q'Dell
since his birth in 1923 at Detroit, Michigan, attended
Xavier University in Louisiana,., He sailed as a seaman in
the Merchant Marine Service until he was expelled from the
National Maritime Union in 1950 at Galveston, Texas, for
circulating pro-Soviet peace petitions attackifiigthe United
States Government. .

During hearings before the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee on the scope of Soviet activity in the United
States in 1956, ('Dell took refuge in the Fifth Amendiient o
answer questions relating to his activities as a Communist
Party organizer for the New Orleans and Gulf Coast area.
Hundreds of documents seized by the New ¢6rleans Police
Department at 0'Dell's residence, 2319 Louisiana Avenue,
in March, 1956, when they were attempting to find him to
serve him with a subpoena to testify before the Senate
Subcommittee, clearly established his key position in the
communist movement in the South,

. On 7/30/58 at Atlanta, Georgia, 0'Dell again
invoked the First and Fifth Amendments of the Constitution
when answering quesiions about his communist activities
upon his appearance as a witness before the House Committee
on Un=-American Activid es,

S -3 3 306
(EMELOSURT
/
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Since the publicity in 1956 surrounding his
activities on behalf of the Communist Party, 0'Dell has
attempied to remain quietly in the background and carr
out his Party assi%nments through affiliation with suc
organizations as the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. The American people can solve their own
problems more effectively and quickly if communists
such as 0'Dell are clearly identified and their aims
and objectives fully understood by the public.

MW 55245 Doeld;32989661 Page 14 S
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REFUSES TO TESTIFY:
Hunter Pitts O'Dell of New
Orleauns, who refused to say
whether he was a district
organizer in South for the
Corumunist party. He ap-
© peared before Senate Inter-

naldSecurity subcommittee.

T WITNESS ACCUSES
{ RED INQUIRY HEAD

{ |Orleans, refusing to say wheth-
% ler he was a Southern district

WW 55245 DocId: 32989661
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New Orleans Waiter, Called
Party Organizer, Urges
Eastland’s Expulsion ~

WASHINGTON, April 12 (/P
~— A Negro waiter from New

organizer for the Communist
party, today accused the Senate
Internal Security_subcommittee
of invading his rights as a’citi-
zen.

Hunter Pitts O'Dell accused
the group's chairman, Senatér
James O, Eastland, Democrat of
Missisaippl, of being anti-labor
and anti-Negro. Qccasionally he
switched his attack to the sub-
eommitted’s cnnncal Rahert Mor.
ris. At one point he asked Mr.
Morris if he was “some kind of
dictator or something."”

Mr, Morris sald the subcom-
mittee had received information
that the witness was a district
organizer for the Communist
party in New Orleans, “giving
directives to the professional
group” there and operating un-
der {hree different names,

Mr. O'Dell invoked the Fifth
Amendment protection against
possible self-incrimination in re-

this. He also refused to answer
questions about what Mr, Morris
‘described as a
jamount of “Communist parly
literature and directives” found

commitlee of unlawful search

fusing to answer questions about|
considerable|

in & room he formerly occupied.|:
The witness aceused the subef:

and seizure when asked aboutj
He demanded to}-
know who had authorized the|

this material.

group to take the documents.
Also found in the room, Mr.
Morris told the subcommittee,

were Socjal Security cards in the|

names of John Vesey and Ben
Jones. He said these indicated
Mr. O'Dell had been 'operating
under three identities.” .

Senator Eastland directed that
the cards be referred to the Jus-
tice Department to determine
whether any laws had been vio-
lated.

The subcommittee says it has
found a small but active “Com-
munist underground movement"”
in New Orleans,

Senator Eastland refused to
fet Mr, O'Dell read a prepared
statement he had brought with
him after Mr, Morris said it had
not been submitted twenty-four
hours in advance as required
by subcommittee rules,

In the statement Mr, O'Dell
accused the Senator of leading
a conspiracy to promote lawless-
ness in the South and urged his
expuician fram the Sepate,

As the hearing ended, Mr.
Morris told the witness:

“We have reccived informa-
tlon that you have been writing
speeches of people running for
public office in Louistana.” i

“What |5 Bastland afraid of!}"
Mr. O'Dell said. “Is he afrald
that the people will get to know
him if I write speeches?” - -

-
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